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Foster new 
collaborations

Share your 
knowledge

Mark your 
research area

Find new 
career 

opportunity

Colleagues, 
policymakers, 
media, experts 

Open Science: 
Reach the 
society and 
promote 
science 

Broadcast latest 
developments 
on a regular 
basis 

Research 
assessment: 
recruitment by 
universities
Obtain grants 
for further 
research

Circle of virtue!
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What do you expect from visibility?
 What is your objective?
 What is your target audience?
 What are the best channels to reach your audience? 

• Journals (prominence / business model / type)
• Press 
• Personal webpage / lab webpage
• Social Networks / Scientific social networks
• Direct interactions (conferences, training…)

 Adapt your discourse to your target and your channels

 Don’t overshare if you want to patent !
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How to be visible outside 
Bibliometrics & Altmetrics?
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Unique identifiers : ORCID & more

Tools to be visible in an unambiguous way : 

For people

For documents (DOI, ISBN, …)

For institutions 

Machine-Readable
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Institutional profile

Visible in Google and in the institution 

 You can enrich it with:
 your social network accounts
 your ORCID profile
 your lab web page
 your personal website
…

https://people.epfl.ch/sascha.feldmann?lang=fr
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https://people.epfl.ch/sascha.feldmann?lang=fr


Institutional
 Make the scholarly outputs 

widely available
 Ensure long term preservation
 Generally, library-run websites
 Increase visibility
 Open Access 

Data

Disciplinary
 Give access and visibility to 

your works prior publication
 Share recent accomplishments 

and accelerate scientific 
progress
 Increase visibility
 Open Access 

Institutional & disciplinary repositories 9
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Your academic website can:
 Showcase your professional accomplishments

• teaching
• researches
• publications
• speaking engagements
• blog articles

 Be linked to your social media accounts
 Increase visibility

Personal website 10
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Make your research visible in the press
Why?

Reach a wider audience: politics, industry
Ensures public accountability for publicly funded 

research
Build a positive image that can influence funding and 

reputation
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 Institutional Support at EPFL
• EPFL Mediacom: press@epfl.ch
• Press releases, news articles, and institutional magazines

• “My Thesis in 180 Seconds” format 
 Organised by the Science Outreach Department

 Key Principles
• Simplify your message
• Explain why your research is important and original
• Be reactive
• Share on social media, be visual 

Manage your expectations

Make your research visible in the press. How? 12
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mailto:press@epfl.ch
https://mt180.epfl.ch/en/homepage/
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 Be strategic ! Build a coherent and effective 
social networks strategy  

• What are your objective and target audience?
• What are the best channels to reach them? 
 Adapt your discourse 

 Analyze external factors influencing your 
adoption of social networks

Going on social networks : what impact on 
research visibility ?
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Going on social networks : why? 16

 Grant proposals: evaluate the impact of your research on 
society

 Management of project: working with other teams

Funding agencies and grant committees require scholars 
to increase individual, project and team visibility

  How?
 By using a mix of social and traditional media 
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Funding agencies provide researchers with training on Science 
communication 

Going on social networks: public communication 17
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Entradas, Marta, and João M. Santos. 2021. ‘Returns of Research Funding Are Maximised in Media Visibility for Excellent Institutes’. Humanities and Social Sciences Communications 8(1): 1–8.
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https://erc.europa.eu/managing-your-project/communicating-your-research
https://www.snf.ch/en/yi4Lb7IjMXJmkCFL/funding/scientific-communication-training-for-researchers
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/communicating-about-your-eu-funded-project_en
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Impact on citations  

Social media foster international 
cooperation and co-authorship 

International cooperation and co-
authorship boost article citations

Strategic use of social media 
fosters indirectly citations of your 

articles 

Maher, Brendan, and Richard Van Noorden. 2021. 
‘How the COVID Pandemic Is Changing Global 
Science Collaborations’. Nature 594(7863): 316–
19.

Potter, R. W. K., Szomszor, M. & Adams, J. J. Informetr. 14, 
101075 (2020).
In Maher, Brendan, and Richard Van Noorden. 2021. ‘How the 
COVID Pandemic Is Changing Global Science Collaborations’. 
Nature 594(7863): 316–19.
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Open Access policies 
 Open Access policies encourage you to have content related to your 

research that can be used on social network platforms  

Open Science policies 
 Open Science policies encourage scientists in using social media for 

disseminating their results and sharing them 
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Open Access and Open Science policies 
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X for …

 Retrive information
• About your network
• About your subject 

 Follow and create X Lists
• By group, topic or interest

 Show your data and competencies via data visualization 
 Link your profile to

• Your webpage 
• Other active accounts 
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X for …
 X also means :

• Lack of content moderation 
• Data access fees 
• Paying members privileges
 X Premium 

 Some alternatives

Vidal Valero, Myriam. 2023. ‘Thousands of Scientists Are Cutting Back on Twitter, Seeding Angst and Uncertainty’. Nature 620 (7974): 482–
84.https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-023-02554-0.
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https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-023-02554-0
https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-023-02554-0
https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-023-02554-0
https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-023-02554-0
https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-023-02554-0
https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-023-02554-0
https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-023-02554-0


23TikTok for sharing  your research and disseminate
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https://www.tiktok.com/@noradelbosquee?lang=en 

Use TikTok only if you like creating visual contents 
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24TikTok for sharing your research and your life a 
researcher or professor 
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Rein, B. (2023). Making Science Education More Accessible : A Case Study of 
TikTok’s Utility as a Science Communication Tool. Neuroscience, 530, 192-200. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroscience.2023.08.021

https://www.tiktok.com/@theschlenkchemis
t 
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https://doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroscience.2023.08.021
https://www.tiktok.com/@theschlenkchemist
https://www.tiktok.com/@theschlenkchemist


 Valorize your competencies and your ability to be useful to citizens 
 Celebrate your achievements (new teams, new projects or your 

participation as expert in academic boards).

Daniel Probst 25

Twitter
Corona-
data.ch

Mainstream 
journals

TwitterNew 
positions

New social 
media, new 

website

https://bsky.app/profile/skept
eis.bsky.social
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https://bsky.app/profile/skepteis.bsky.social
https://probstlab.science/


Stay up to date 27
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 What if your next university only looked at what you published openly 
when they recruit ?

 Impact on government policies ? 

 San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment 
(2012) https://sfdora.org/

• Quantity VS Quality

 Coalition for Advancing Research Assessment (2022)
https://coara.eu/
 SNSF Evaluation procedure

https://www.snf.ch/en/6cs2wnfJtcfFDL6o/page/evalua
tion-procedure
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https://sfdora.org/
https://coara.eu/
https://www.snf.ch/en/6cs2wnfJtcfFDL6o/page/evaluation-procedure
https://www.snf.ch/en/6cs2wnfJtcfFDL6o/page/evaluation-procedure
https://www.snf.ch/en/6cs2wnfJtcfFDL6o/page/evaluation-procedure
https://www.snf.ch/en/6cs2wnfJtcfFDL6o/page/evaluation-procedure
https://sfdora.org/
https://coara.eu/
https://www.snf.ch/en/6cs2wnfJtcfFDL6o/page/evaluation-procedure


How could you (ethically) increase the visibility 
of your paper ?
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Present your work
in conferences Mention your paper on social media

Deposit  your paper in INFOSCIENCE*

Cite your paper in further publications**

Disseminate the news
through EPFL channels

Add your paper on 
academic social networks*

Share your datasets

Talk about your paper
in your website, blog

* within the limits of your contract       **when relevant
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Questions and assessment

formations.bib@epfl.ch
publishsupport@epfl.ch
 

library.epfl.ch
Our trainings Book a librarian

Next 
ORCID

Research Visibility - Science on Social Networks 
EPFL Library (2024)
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mailto:formations.bib@epfl.ch
mailto:publishsupport@epfl.ch
https://www.epfl.ch/campus/library/fr/bibliotheque/
https://go.epfl.ch/libtraining
https://epfllibrary.simplybook.it/v2/#book
https://epfllibrary.simplybook.it/v2/#book
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